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We  are  the  people  of  the  land  between  two  rivers,  the  homeland  of  the  apostles  and  proph-
ets,  abode  of  the virtuous  imams,  pioneers  of  civilization,  crafters  of  writing  and  cradle  of  
numeration.  Upon  our land  the first  law made  by  man  was  passed,  the  most  ancient  just  pact  
for  homelands  policy  was  inscribed,  and  upon  our  soil, companions  of  the  Prophet  and  saints  
prayed,  philosophers  and  scientists  theorized  and  writers  and  poets excelled. Acknowledging  
God's  right  over  us, and  in  fulfillment  of  the  call  of  our  homeland  and  citizens,  and  in 
response to  the  call of  our religious  and national  leaderships  and the  determination  of our  great  
(religious)  authorities and of our leaders  and  reformers, and in the  midst  of an  international  
support  from our friends and those who love us,  marched  for the first  time  in  our  history  toward  
the  ballot  boxes  by  the  millions,  men  and women,  young  and old,  on  the  thirtieth  of  January  
two  thousand  and five, invoking  the  pains of  sectarian  oppression  sufferings  inflicted  by  the  
autocratic  clique  and  inspired  by  the  tragedies  of  Iraq's  martyrs,  Shiite  and  S     unni,   Arabs  
and  Kurds and  Turkmen  and  from  all  the other  components of  the people and recollecting the 
darkness of  the  ravage of  the  holy  cities  and  the  South  in the  Sha'abaniyya  uprising and  burnt  
by the flames  of  grief  of  the  mass  graves,  the  marshes,  Al-Dujail  and  others  and  articulating  
the  sufferings  of  racial  oppression  in  the  massacres  of  Halabcha,  Barzan,  Anfal  and  the  Fayl 
Kurds  and  inspired  by  the  ordeals  of  the  Turkmen  in  Basheer  and  as is  t          he case  in the  
remaining  areas of  Iraq  where  the  people  of the  west  suffered  from  the  assassinations  of  their  
leaders, symbols  and  elderly  and from  the  displacement  of  their  skilled  individuals  and  from  
the  drying  out  of  their  cultural  and  intellectual  wells, so  we  sought  hand  in  hand  and  shoul-
der  to  shoulder  to  create  our new  Iraq,  the  Iraq  of  the  future  free  from sectarianism,  racism,  
locality  complex,  discrimination  and  exclusion. Accusations  of  being  infidels,  and  terrorism  did 
not  stop  us from  marching  forward  to build  a  nation  of law.  Sectarianism  and  racism  have  not  
stopped  us  from marching  together  to  strengthen  our  national  unity,  and  to  follow  the  path  of  
peaceful  transfer  of  power  and adopt  the course  of  the  just  distribution  of  resources  and  pro-
viding  equal  opportunity  for  all. We  the  people  of Iraq  who  have  just  risen  from  our  stumble,  
and  who  are  looking  with  confidence  to  the  future  through  a  republican,  federal,  democratic,  
pluralistic  system,  have  resolved  with  the  determination  of  our  men,  women,  the elderly  and  
youth,  to respect  the  rules  of  law,  to  establish  justice  and  equality  to  cast  aside  the  politics  
of  aggression,  and  to  tend  to  the concerns  of  women  and  their  rights,  and  to  the  elderly  and  
their  concerns,  and to  children  and  their  affairs  and  to  spread  a  culture  of  diversity  and  

ng  terrorism. We  the  people  of  Iraq of  all  componen and  shades  have  taken  upon  
our ves  to  decide  freely  and  with  our  choice  to  un                       ite  our future  and  to   
                                         take  lessons  from  yesterday  for                                          tomorrow,  to 
                         draft,  through  the  values  and  ideals  of                                            the  h e 
                                              heavenly  messages  and  the  findin  
                               of  science  and  man's  civilization, 
  this  lasting  constitution.  The  adherence  to  this 
                               constitution  preserves  for  Iraq   
                                        its  free  union ,  its   people,   its

                                          land     and    its    sovereignty.”

{film series}

3/1/10........................ Frontline: Bush’s War (usa, 2008)
3/4/10...... I Know I’m Not Alone (iraq, palestine, 2006)
3/7/10.... Iraq For Sale: The War Profiteers (iraq, 2004)
3/11/10................................ No End in Sight (iraq, 2006)
3/13/10.................................... Baghdad E.R. (iraq, 2004)
3/17/10...... Return to the Land of Wonders (iraq, 2004)
3/23/10...................... Ghosts of Abu Ghraib (iraq, 2007)
3/25/10................................... The Situation (iraq, 2004) 
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all screenings are at 7:00PM in rm.1101, Humanities Building
   FILM SCHEDULE

{all admission free}
During March 2010 the Center for Middle East Studies will commemo-
rate the seventh anniversary of the US invasion and the second Parliamentary 

elections in the Republic of Iraq with a series of films.  Tracing the conflict to 2001, 
the films aim to examine how the US efforts transformed Iraqi state and society.  

The films touch on a multitude of themes including war, human rights, media, 
terrorism, democractization, resistance, occupation, oil and the power of music. 

www.mideast.wisc.edu 
For more information, visit: 

also a special thanks for the generous support from:

-Iraqi Constitution, 
15 October 2005


